12 July 2004

Recommendations on Integrating Human Rights into HIV/AIDS Responses in 
the Asia-Pacific Region

Policy makers can maximize the effectiveness of HIV/AIDS programmes by aiming for an optimal synergy between human rights and public health outcomes, said the “Recommendations on Integrating Human Rights into HIV/AIDS Responses in the Asia-Pacific Region,” a result of a collaborative effort led by the Asia-Pacific Regional Office of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
Human rights underpin responses to HIV/AIDS. Violations of rights drive people at risk and socially marginalized populations underground and out of reach of HIV services, and therefore undermine HIV/AIDS strategies. Vulnerability to HIV is also exacerbated by gender inequalities and the nonfulfillment of rights to education, housing, work and basic health and social services. 
Human rights determine the relationship between individuals and groups with valid claims and State and non-state actors with correlative obligations. A rights based approach to HIV/AIDS strengthens people’s capacities, especially those of vulnerable populations and people living with HIV/AIDS, to make their claims and of governments, businesses, faith based organisations, civil society, non-governmental organisations, community groups and multilateral agencies to meet their obligations. 
The focus of these recommendations is on the role of governments in discharging the obligations that they are bound to under the international human rights treaties. However, the recommendations recognise that governments may need help to ensure that the rights of people living with and vulnerable to HIV/AIDS are protected and fulfilled.
The recommendations were developed through a consultative process drawing on expertise across the region. The principles that guided these recommendations were the interdependency of health and human rights, the importance of community mobilization and the primary role of governments in the fight against AIDS.

The aims of the recommendations are:

· to apply the UN’s International Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights to the challenges currently facing the Asia-Pacific; and 
· to support integration of a human rights approach into the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of national policies, laws and programmes on HIV/AIDS and to thereby help countries to improve the effectiveness of their HIV/AIDS responses. 
The recommendations highlight a range of priority issues for governments including:
· Ensuring national HIV/AIDS responses include measures that address the social, economic and cultural factors that drive the epidemic, with particular emphasis on gender;

· Enacting laws to protect and support people living with HIV/AIDS and vulnerable populations;

· Prohibiting compulsory testing and enacting privacy laws to ensure confidentiality;

· Providing an enabling environment for greater participation of people living with HIV/AIDS and vulnerable populations in policy making, programme design, delivery of peer education programmes, monitoring and evaluation.
· Removing visa or entry permit restrictions that prevent people living with HIV/AIDS from travelling.
The recommendations also identified the priority policy issues for regional and sub-regional co-operation to support human rights based HIV/AIDS responses:

· Regional and sub-regional approaches to procurement of medicines, diagnostics and preventive technologies

· Promotion of harm reduction measures in regional and sub-regional drug control strategies

· Initiatives in relation to the human rights of mobile population

The recommendations also pointed out five key questions that policy makers should ask when designing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating HIV/AIDS programmes:
· Are people living with HIV/AIDS and vulnerable populations able to participate in policy development, programme design, delivery, monitoring and evaluation?

· Do vulnerable populations such as drug users, sex workers, men who have sex with men and migrant workers have equity in access to HIV/AIDS services?

· Are people living with HIV/AIDS and vulnerable populations protected by policies and laws that guarantee their rights to privacy and non-discrimination?

· Is there a strategy in place to ensure gender related issues are considered in all HIV/AIDS programmes?

· Is testing without informed consent prohibited?

Input to the recommendations was provided by:

· country-level consultation reports on HIV/AIDS and human rights conducted in 8 countries (Bangladesh, Cambodia, Fiji, Laos, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines and Thailand) in 2004; and 
· the Expert Meeting on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights in Asia-Pacific that took place in Bangkok on 23-24 March 2004. This meeting was attended by over 80 experts from countries in the Asia-Pacific region, representing civil society, non-government organizations (NGOs), governments, national human rights institutions and national AIDS programmes. 
This project was made possible by the support from Ford Foundation, International Labor Orgranization (ILO), the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Policy Project, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 

The speakers at the press conference will be Mrs. Mary Robinson, Executive Director, The Ethical Globalization Initiative and former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Wan-Hea Lee, Regional Representative of OHCHR Asia-Pacific Regional Office, Ms. Maire Bopp Dupont, Pacific Island AIDS Foundation and Mr. Vivek Divan, Lawyers Collective HIV/AIDS Unit.
